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THE FAMILY 

A new kind of 
spouse in the house 
The hoary greeting "How's the family?" 
is giving way to .. Who s the family?" Last 
week, New York Mayor Edward Koch 
gave bereavement leave to city workers 
whose "domestic partners" die. It is part 
of a trend toward giving homosexual and 
unmarried couples perks once reserved 
for men and women with marriage li
censes. A half-dozen cities have new laws 
recognizing some rights for the unmar
ried. Pol icymakers "are adopting a con
cept of family more in line with the way 
people actually live," says Prof. Arthur 
Leonard of New York Law School. 

The strongest such law is San Francis
co's, which lets those who "share one 
another's lives in an intimate and commit
ted relationship" fil e a declaration mak
ing them eligible for full benefi ts given to 
married spouses. New York State's high
est court recently said a homosexual can 
inherit a rent-controlled apartment from 
a longtime companion. If the new concept 
or family takes hold , the 2.6 million un
married heterosexual couples and un
counted olher groups may benefi t. "Three 
nuns have been declared a ramily ror 
zoning purposes," notes Thomas Cole
man of the Family Diversity Project in 
Los Angeles, where traditional marriages 
account for 44 percent of households. 

Yet dras tic change will meet resis
tance. Opponents of Ihe San Francisco 
plan have forced a referendum in Novem
ber. The Washington-based Family Re
search Council will fight the idea else
where. "The nuclear family is the central 
building block of Western civilization," 
argues the group's Gary Bauer. The ques
tion now is how far the bicoastal notion of 
a family will reach into the heartland. 


