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California's Family Registry 
According to a recent study, only 
15% of the households in the United 
States are comprised of the standard 
working husband, at-home wife and 
children. However, families that do 
not fit this description, although in 
the majority, have not been recog
nized as such. Finally, this is chang
ing. 
Due to the Family Diversity Project, 
there are now hundreds of diverse 
households in California who have 
registered wiih ihe5ecretaryofState's 
office as a family. 
This is possible because of a section 
in the California Corporations Code 
which enables people to declare 
themselves as "unicorporated non
profit associations." 
When people register as a family, 
they receiveacertificate that declares. 
them 'The Family of' or 'The House
hold of' Jane Doe, for example. All 
members of the family may be listed 
on ihe registration, including chil
dren. 
The registration has been beneficial 
to gay couples, stepfamilies, and 
fosterfamilies. 
The families who have registered 
thus far are of various configura
tions. For example, one of the first 
few families to register was a same 
sex couple who had lived together 
for many years. They decided to 
register with the Secretary of State's 
office "hoping that such a registra
tion will be useful to families who 
have historically been denied social 
and legal recogriition as wel1 as eco
nomic benefits." 
Other families include a married 
couple with stepchildren, and al
ihough not al1 of the children are 
related by blood, ihey all ihink of 
ihemselves as brothers and sisters. 
Family registry in ihese types of cases 
is especial1y helpful if a stepfamily 
that is living together desires family 
recognition yet ihe biological parent 
is still Ii ving, iherefore making adop
tion by ihe step-parent an unlikely 
P2ssibility. 

Anotlier example of family registra
tion include guardianship families 
or fosterparents who want all the 
children to feel part of the family so 
the fosterchildren will not oiherwise 
view ihemselves as outsiders. 
The family registry, however still 
doesnotafford people thesamerights 
as ihose members of the more tradi
tional families. Anthony Miller, Chief 
of Staff to Secretary of State March 
Fong Eu, states that the registration 
"has no known tax or legal conse
quences and confers no automatic 
benefits beyond the sentimental." 
While it is true that registration as a 
family association does notau tomati
cally grant legal benefits, families 
could be recognized, along with 
oiher "appropriate evidence," by 
courts, administrative agencies, or 
priva te sector organizations, accord
ing to the report submitted by the 
Family Diversity Project. For ex
ample, being acknowledged as a 
family may be helpful to govern
ment workers who need to take time 
off from work to care for a sick family 
member. Those who need to take be
reavement leave could also benefit 
from ihe family registry. Also, health 
services could possibly be provided 
for family members of government 
or private sector employees. 
Being able to visit a sick family 
member is something many of us 
take for granted, but hospital visita
tion rights have· been historically 
denied ihose persons not of the 
"immediate family" for patients in 
long term health care or community 
care facilities. Thus, longtime part
ners of AIDS victims have been 
unable to visit their loved ones be
cause they are not considered "fam
ily." 

Oiher benefits of family registration 
may include being able to receive 
unemployment compensation in 
order to relocate with a partner to 
preserve a family unit as long as a 
"significant family necessity requires 
relocating." There is also the possih
lity of being able to borrow money 

from a credit union as a partner of a 
member of the credit union. 
There are indeed many benefits to 
family registry as Thomas Coleman, 
Executive Director of ihe Family 
Diversity Project, points out. But he 
also states that it is important to be 
aware of a few things. "Family regis
try is not for everyone," Coleman 
says. "For example, if someone who 
has been receiving AFDC benefits 
registers with a working partner, 
there is a possibility that benefits 
would becu!. Thisiscertainlynotto 
discourage anyone from register
ing, but should be noted as a word of 
caution." Coleman also said that it is 
important to keep a copy of your 
registration handy in order to pro
vide verification. 
Moreover, Coleman pointed out that 
you can also choose to define the 
relationships in your family by filing 
a statement of principle, or motto, 
either as a primary relationship 
family or secondary relationship 
family. If you register as a couple in 
a primary relationship, you can set 
forth levels of interdependency, co
habitationand joint financial arrange
ments which lend more "credibility" 
to the couple or unit as a family, 
especial1y in the court system. A 
secondary rela tionshi p is considered -
more of a moral, not legal, statement 
of love or companionship, similar to 
Sibling relationships. 
There are registrations also taking 
place at the local level in San Fran
cisco and West Hollywood, but chil
dren or persons related by blood 
cannot register as they can at the 
state level. ~ Yo :g 
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