
CALIFORNIA COURTS 
DESTROYING GAY RIGHTS 
By Dell llichards 

SACRAM ENTO-Two recc rll cO lin 
d e c is io n s th re a te n to e frcCl ive iy 
destroy gay righ lS in Ca lifo rni a, a nd , 
if higher courLs fail to reve rse the ru l
in gs o n a ppea l, de ca d es o f ga~' 
activism could be lost overn ight. 

Both cases arc be ing fo uglll b )l the 
Ame ri ca n C ivil Lib e rti es U ni o n 
(ACLU) , gay gro ups, cities a nd C0 tl11 -

li es statewid e, a n d a rc "in c red ib ly 
importa n t," sa id J o n David so n. a n 
ACLU civi l rigills a tto rn ey_ 'T hey wi ll 
affect whe the r o r not we have effec
ti ve anti-di sc rimi na ti on laws in 
Califo rnia and o the r SLat.e s as well. " 

Alth o ug h th e c a se s g ive t h e 
a ppea ra n ce o f be in g min or . th e ir 
impli ca ti ons are fa r-rea c h ing . T h e 
fi rst case, Delaney, in whi ch the coun 
dec ide d th al c ili e s d o n o t have th e 
right to pass an ti-discrim in:H io ll o rd i
nances, throws in to q ueslio n 13 local 
c ivil r ig h ts o rd in a nces th at p rotec t 
the maj ori ty of Califo rn ians from d is
crimination based o n sexual o r ic nta
tion . In lig ht of th e gove rn or's rece nt 
veto o f sta te a nti-di sc ri mi na ti o n law 
AS I OI , t h ese o rdin a n ces h a ve 
beco rne lh e fo u ndatio n o f g ar civil 
r ig hts law, "T h e go ve r n o r vetoe d 
;.\ B1 0 1 b ec a u se h e sa id we a il'ead y 
had these pro tectio ns, ·· sa id T ho ll las 
Coleman , t h e ve te ra n ci \·il ri g hts 
attorney involved in bo th cases. 

in Dona/we, the second case, it w"as 
decided lhal landlords could d iscrim i
nate against prospective te nan ts if th e 
tenant's behavior vi o lated th e la nd
lord ' s re lig iou s be lie fs. Beca use th e 
casc in volves a fi ve-u nit apa nm e nt 
buildi ng witho ll l a land lo rd on th e 
prem ises, it j eo pardizes nOl an i)' th e 
housina prO\~ s ions of CUlTent Slate law o . 
but also all an ti-d iscr im in,ui o n provI-
sions of anv CliSlOl1lcr-bascc! busi ncss. 
In additiOl~, ho tels and re tai l slOres. 
restauran ts and grocery cha in s could 
be affcClcd . Gay cuSLOmers who could 
have succi fo r refusal of scn;ccs Gil l no 
longer call upon that r ight. 

A lth o ug h D OJlllJWf' in vo lves a ll 
un ma rri ed he lc rosexlI a l cO llpl e-a 
cond itio n wh ich the CLHh olic la ndlord 
termed ··I iving in sin "- relig io us obj ec
tio ns are o ne o f the major stu mbling 
b loc ks to ga)1 progress. ·' Broad e n ing 
the relig io us exe m ptio n is ci i:·mstro lls 
fo r lesbia n and gay cou ples," sa id th c 
ACLU's O",odsoll . 

Acco rd in g lO Co lc man , th e re li
g io us exein plio ll case..: is pan of a con
cened elTort b)1 the re lig ious and po lil
ical right LO wipe Olll civil ,-ighls a lth e..: 
sla te level. Cr~lss roo l s fun dame nta list 
ne tworks have been dcveloped loca lly 
in the past decade, and arc now sI.I ITi
cie n tly organ ized LO large t th e Sla le 
law's fair housing provisio ns. 

"Rather than picking o n the gay and 
lesb ia n comm unity-w hi ch will fi g ht 
bac k beca use it 's orga ni ze d- th e ir 
age nd a n o w is to di sa bl e th e Fa ir 
Em p loylll c n i and I-lo using Co mmi s
sions," s~lirl Coleman. He cited cases ill 
Ill inois tlnd Minnesota , bOlh of whi ch 
have been lost with in lh e..: past two yc..:a rs . 
a nd ca u ti o n ed lh a l Ca li for ni a ~tlld 

Flo rida are the neXl ta rgels. ··Flo rida is 
also o n th e hil list," said Cole ma ll ... :\ 
Inl ile r pa rk case Ih e rc in\·o lve d :In 
eldcrly o ut·of·wed lock cOltplc, ·· 

An d ill Ca lifo rnia , stat e agellcies an.: 
fighting the rulings- if o ll ly 10 prOl ect 
the ir OWII power. On .J an. 6. Ihe Clli 
for nia Allo rn c), GC ll e ral ·s o fficc
headed by a Republi can bUl prodded 
by the Fa ir Employmc lIl alld I-Io usill g
Co mmi ss io n- as ked Ih e s la tc Su p
re m e CO LIn to h ear th e re li g ioll s 
cxemption casco "'If wc do n' l O\·c rtllrll 
th e ruling, it will create a g igan tic loop
hole in th e law;' said Ka thleen Mikke l
son. de puty auorncr ge llcral . 

T he Sa n Francisco Districl :-\ 11 0 1"11 (,'\ ' 

(SFDA) also j o in ed th e suit 10 prolec:t 
l~c\\' l y \\'0 11 domesti c partlle rsh ip righls 
ill til:11 city. T il t..: SFD.:\ ~ s also t" xp(·ck ci 
to filc a h ri e f" 0 11 ht: ha·lf or c: i\·iJ ri g-Ill S 
ordi n an ces. We :-> I, H o lI ~lwood. LOll g 
Bcach a nd San Bii:go aLso ~i l "e e.::-;', ) t" cl
ed 10 :-> lI h l'llil c10c lII lle ll t!' supph rl ill g 
Los A lIgc.;l cs· ci\-il right s I:"Iw. ~ .. . 

··Th c cit ies a rc Ir~ · illg 10 san· Ih e ir 
I i\·cs ... S(I id the :-\CI.L'·s Davidsoll . 

T he Oli t COIlH:. if t ht" C \St::-o h:\vt· III 

wen d th e ir \,.;\ \' thro ug h t he..: S!:t t t" 

Su pre lllt" COll rt. may ht.· ~t( · ar:-. a\,'ay. 


