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Single-minded focus: 
unmalTied nonvoters 
No voice for 22 million women 

By KATlIY MATHESON 
STAFF WRJTER 

Everyone knows that the 
women of "Sex and the City" 
have had their fmalllings, and 
it's been a while since Bridget 
Jones was on the big screen or 
the best·seller list. But it's 
looking like single females are 
hack in the spotlight this elec· 
tion year. 

Forget soccer moms and 
NASCAR dads. Unmarried 
women are the target demo­
graphic in the presidential 
campaign. Or they should be, 
according to the nonpartisan 
organization Women's Voices, 
WomenVote. 

About 22 mitlion unmarried 
women did not cast ballots in 
the 2000 presidential electlon. 
And 16 mitlion of them didn't 
even bother registering to vote. 

"They're the largest demo-
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graphic group on the sidelines of our democ· 
-acy," said WVWV co-founder Page Gardner. 
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And as the nation obsel'Ves 
Unmarried and Single Ameri· 
cans Week today through Satur· 
day, advocacy groups like Cali· 
forn ia·based Unmarried 
America hope that issues im· 
pOl·tant to singles - both, 
women and men - will remain 
in the public eye long after Elec· 

tion Day. 
"The status quo is not very fa· 

vorable to single people," said 
Tom Coleman, executive direc· 
tor of Unmarried America, for· 
merly known as the American 
Association of Single People. 

Single women polled 
When Gardner realized the 

extent of voter apathy among 
unmarried women, WVWV 
commissioned the polling flrm 
Greenberg Quinlan Rosner Re· 
search of Washington to fmd 

out "who these women were. 
what they cared about and why 
they did and did not vote." 

The study revealed that non· 
voting single women spanned 
all age groups and socioeco· 
nomic situations, including 
those who are divorced and wid· 
owed, and those with and with· 
out children. WVWV's goal is to 
register and mobilize them as a 
powerful voting bloc. 

"This demographic is grow· 
ing. We better pay attention to 
who they are and what they 

want," Gardner said. "We can 
not ignore them. We need to 
bring them into the process." 

One of those women is Iza· 
bella Treitli of Ocean Grove. 
She didn't vote in 2000, mostly 
because she was preoccupied 
with her mother's battle with 
cancer. But Treitli, 32, said she 
is determined to get to the polls 
in November because this 
year's election "is a cliff· 
hanger." 

A USA Today poll conducted 
earlier this month s~ows 49 per· 

cent of l"lgistered voters favor 
, President Bush and 48 percent 

back Democratic challenger 
Sen. John F. Kerry. 

Treitli has paid close atten· 
tion to this race, partly because 
of the war in Iraq and partly be· 
cause of the proximity of the 
GOP's national convention, 
which was held three weeks ago 
in New York. 

"I'm so much more aware of 
what's going on," she said. "It's 
more m the news, in your 
face." 

She's particularly interested 
in health care, which was iden· 
tifled by WVWV as :<ey concern 
for single women who, if they 
lose their jobs, do not have a 
spouse's health insurance, to fall 
back on. 

"When they talk about health 
care, I pay attention," Treitli 
said. "It's getting to be harder 
and harder in America to get 
health care, even when you 
work for a company:' 

Jobs and the economy are 
also a top concern for single 
women. About 29 percent of un· 
married women earn less than 
S15,OOO a year, compared with 8 
percent of man'ied women and 
16 percent of the general popula· 
tion, according to 2000 Census 
data cited in the VlVWV study. 

Importance of voting 
Both Bush and Kerry have 

tried to tap into the female vote 
with gender·specific support 
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groups 
Bush has "W 
i s for 
Women," and 
Kerry has 
"Women for 
Kerry" - but 
neither has 
targeted sin· 
gle women in 
particular. 

Though the 
ca n didates 
have spelled 
out their posi· 
tions on 
health care 
and jobs - on 
Web sites as 
well as in 
cou ntl ess 
newspaper ar-
ticles and TV 

appearances - WVWV's re­
search shows thlt many un· 
married women con't have the 
time to learn ab lUt them and 
choose not to ' ote to avoid 
mal<ing uninfOl'r ed decisions. 



Lorraine Licata, a professor 
who teaches a women's psy· 
chology course at Georgian 
Court University in Lakewood, 
isn't surprised at single wom· 
en's lack of participation. 

"Politics has long been 
thought of as a male·dominated 
field, so they don't get in· 
volved," Licata said. "Par! of it, 
too, is that they don't have the 
role models (of female politi· 
cians)." 

Yet the lack of interest does 
surprise unmarried Neptune 
City resident Barbara Lazarus, 
53. 

Lazarus went to the polls in 
2000 and plans to vote again 
this year, albeit by absentee 
ballot. Her choice, however, 
won't be dictated by any issues 
specific to being unmarried. 

"I never actually thought 
about (voting) in terms of being 
single,lI she said. 

Lazarus' married friend, 
Cindy Greer of Wall, doesn 't 
consider her marital status a 
factor, either. 

"r just never looked at it as 
single vs. married," Greer said. 

If anything, said Greer, she 
based her decisions on topics 
important to "women in gen­
eral,lI Yet women's interests 
can be wide· ranging. she noted 
- anything from abortion to 
military issues, what with so 

~ 

many females in the armed servo 
ices. 

Regardless of what subjects 
draw women's attention to the 
campaign, professor Licata said 
the important thing to remem· 
ber is that if they don't follow 
through by voting, politiCians 
will continue to ignore them. 

"If women get out to vote and 
(candidates) see that these 
women are voting ... that is 
what's going to give them a 
wake·up call," she said. "Isn't 
that what the soccer moms did?" 

Discrimination issues 
With 48 percent of households 

nationwide maintained by un· 
married men and women, 
according to the Census Bureau, 
singles advocates hope any elec· 
tion·year publicity will eventu· 
ally lead to a consistently hlgher 
profile in the national dialogue. • 

"It seems like politicians taik 
endlessly about families," said 
Dorian Solo~ executive director 
of the Alternatives to Marriage 
Project based in Albany, N.Y. 
"They keep forgetting about all 
the other ways that people live." 

Solot is particularly outraged 
by President Bush's initiatives 
to promote m3lTiage, which she 
called "a really inappropriate 
use of government money." 

Single people get nagged by 
their mothers to get m3lTied, 
she said, and "iliey don't need to 
hear it from the government as 
well." 

For Tom COlem3lI, the execu· 
tive director of Unmarried 
America, the real issue is 
"whether discrimination on the 
basis of m3l'ital status or family 
status should be prohibited by 
federal law. " 

Specifically, he'd like the stat· 
ute that forbids discrimination 
on the basis of race, gender and 
religion to include marital sta· 
tus as well. 

Discrimination against sin· 
gles takes many forms, Coleman 
argues. At work, he said, single 
people are paid less per year 
than their m3lTied counterparts 
when benefits 3l-e taken into ac· 
count. 

An employer can spend thou· 
sands of dollars a year subsidiz· 
ing health benefits for m3lTied 
employees' spouses, said Cole­
man, effectively making them 
better compensated than single 
people who have the same job. 

Singles ru-e also unfairly ex· 
pected to relocate, work holidays 
or put in overtiine to cover for 
workers who have to leave early 
to pick up their kids, he said. 
And don't get Coleman started 
on the breaks m3lTied people get 
on their car insurance, and in· 
come and estate taxes. 

But David Popenoe, a sociol· 
ogy professor who co-directs the 
National Marriage Project at 
Rutgers University, said that 
singles advocates' focus on the 
individual as opposed to society 
as a whole is "a frightening 
trend that speaks ill of thls na· 
tion." 

M3lTied couples with children 
ru-e essentially cl-eating tomor· 
row's workforce, he said, and 
"ifs not as if these pru'ents ru-e 
getting any benefits that begin 
to cover the cost of their chlld· 
rear' 

Still, Coleman wonders why 
more unwed Americans al-en't 
standing up for their intel-ests. 

"The silence just perpetuates 
the status quo, ' he said. 

Solot was skeptical that a full· 
out singles revolt would ever 
take place, but said it wouldn't 
be unwelcome. 

"I don't kuow if tuun3lTied 
people are going to start banding 
together and marching in the 
streets," she said with a laugh. 
"I would love to see that hap· 
pen." 

Kathy Matheson : (732) 643·4230 
or kmalheson@app.com 

BY THE NUMBERS 
• 97,5 million: Number 
of unmarried Ameri· 
cans. This group consti· 
tutes 43 percent of all 
U.S. residents 15 and 
older. 
• 54: Percentage of un· 
m3lTied Americans who 
are women. 
• 50: Percentage of 
adults in New York who 
are unmarried, the high· 
est rate of any state. 
• 34: Percentage of un· 
married voters in the 
2000 presidential elec· 
tion. Those who were 
widowed (59 percent), di· 
vorced (54 percent) and 
never·m3lTied (44 per· 
cent) voted at lower 
rates than malTied peo· 
pie (67 percent). 
• 59: Percentage of reo 
spondents in Women's 
Voices, Women Vote 
survey of unmarried 
women who agreed with 
the statement: "When 
sometlling is run by the 
government, it is 
usually inefficient and 
wasteful." 
• 44: Percentage of re­
spondents in WVWV 
survey of unman'ied 
women who identified 
affordable health care 
and prescription drugs 
as a top priority that 
government could help 
them with. 

Sources: u.s Census Bureau 
Women's Voices. Womm Vole 


