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Suddenly, an area
Known more for

bongos was dotted
:‘With bare behinds.

STEVE HARVEY

Retired lifeguard Nick
Steers still remembers the
day he helped rescue an in-
jured swimmer at Venice
Beach while onlookers gath-
ered around him.

“I'm on my hands and

knees and Ilook around and
all T see are crotches” and
other private parts, he said.
“Everyone was nude.”

As he recalls, the injured
swimmer was also devoid of
abathing suit. .

- Itwas 1974, the stimmer of
Venice’s nude beach.

Until then, Venice had
been a relatively quiet area
except for the occasional
beat of a bongo drum. This
Wwas before the era of the
street performers and roller-
skaters on Ocean Front
Walk.,

Suddenly the beach was
dotted with bare behinds,
‘like a constellation of
moons turning pink in the
sun,” wrote The Times'
Charles Powers. .

Pedestrian and airborne
traffic increased like never
before. Cameras were every-
where. Even opera glasses.

“It became a ‘freak
show,” ” author Jeffrey Stan-
ton wrote in “Venice Califor-

nia: Coney Island of the Pa-
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“They may watch
for an hour at a
time ... staring in
silence, as if they
had stumbled
onto an assembly
of Martians.’

— CHARLES POWERS,
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Low-flying helicopters
were “frequent and leisurely,
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